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DRAFT 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the  
Epsom AND EWELL LOCAL COMMITTEE 

held at 2.30 pm on 9 December 2013 
at Epsom Town Hall. 

 
 
 

Surrey County Council Members: 
 
 * Mr Eber A Kington (Chairman) 

* Mr John Beckett (Vice-Chairman) 
* Mrs Stella Lallement 
* Mrs Jan Mason 
* Mrs Tina Mountain 
 

Borough / District Members: 
 
 * Cllr Michael Arthur 

* Cllr Neil Dallen 
* Cllr Julie Morris 
* Cllr Humphrey Reynolds 
  Cllr Jean Smith 
 

* In attendance 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

55/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND SUBSTITUTIONS  [Item 1] 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Borough Councillor Jean Smith.  
Cllr Mike Teasdale substituted for her.  
 

56/13 WRITTEN PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS  [Item 2] 
 
15 questions were received, the questions and answers are set out in Annexe 
A.  Questions relating to Abelea Green were discussed under item 8. 
 
The following supplementary questions were asked: 
 
Question 1: When will the issue be fixed?  Officers replied that it would not be 
possible to make any changes to parking restrictions until the next parking 
review which is scheduled to begin in September 2014.  It is hoped that the 
process will be speeded up to enable restrictions if agreed following 
consultation to be put in place within 6 months of this date. 
 
Question 2: Are there additional resources available to speed up the process? 
Officers apologised for the delay and indicated that it was necessary to batch 
up a package of signs as it is more efficient to do the work in this way. 
 
Question 3:  Are lights on footpaths checked as part of the inspection regime? 
The Chairman agreed to put this question to the appropriate officer under 
Item 11. 
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Question 5:  When the road is resurfaced how can the County Council ensure 
that when the lines are repainted they are the correct dimension?  Officers 
indicated that a note of the existing lines is made before the road is 
resurfaced and they should be repainted to match. 
 

57/13 ADJOURNMENT  [Item 3] 
 
A number of members of the public attended.  1 informal question was 
received and an answer was provided. 
 

58/13 ABELEA GREEN BRIEFING NOTE  [Item 8] 
 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Nick Healey, Area Highways Team Manager 
 
Amendment to the Report: 
 
The Area Highways Team Manager reported that since the report had been 
drafted, the ownership of the school land in paragraph 2.5 of the report had 
been clarified.  The Diocese owns the school site where the buildings are 
located and the County Council owns the playing fields. 
 
Petitions, Public Questions, Statements: 
 
There were 9 written public questions in relation to this item.  The questions 
and responses are set out in Annex A to minute 56/13.  The following 
supplementary questions were asked. 
 
Question 6:  Can Surrey County Council ask the school to make the revised 
school travel plan publicly available?  The Area Highways Team Manager 
indicated that this is not within the remit of the Local Committee.  The School 
has been asked to change its travel plan and how it is publicised is a matter 
for them. 
 
Question 7:  Can the Committee help in getting people to talk to each other? 
The Area Highways Team Manager indicated that this is not within the remit 
of the Local Committee. 
 
Question 8:  Is it an offence to leave a car unattended on a yellow line?  A 
vehicle could be subject to civil enforcement if left unattended on the public 
highway for a sufficient period to indicate that it was not being used for 
loading or unloading. 
 
Question 9:  Can the school travel plan be published? The Area Highways 
Team Manager indicated that this is not within the remit of the Local 
Committee.  The School has been asked to change its travel plan and how it 
is publicised is a matter for them. 
 
Question 10: The piecemeal expansion of the School has avoided any 
requirement to consider traffic management.  Can the appropriate policies be 
implemented in future? The Chairman indicated that the County Planning 
Committee had asked the Local Committee how traffic issues can be more 
effectively considered, when there are plans for school expansions.  Further 
work will take place with the aim of starting discussions between the relevant 
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departments earlier in the process.  However as this is a Diocesan school 
responsibility for planning matters fall to the Borough Council and current 
legislation does not allow the cumulative effects of small developments to be 
taken into account. 
 
Question 11: How can the school be made to comply with the law?  The Area 
Highways Team Manager indicated that he was not able to comment on the 
legal issues as legal advice is a matter for the parties involved to seek on an 
individual basis. 
 
Question 12:  The questioner indicated that the Diocesan website states that 
Cannon Law doesn’t over rule British Law. 
 
Question 15:  Community leaders need to be involved in order to influence the 
situation.  How can the Committee help?  The Area Highways Team Manager 
indicated that this is a legal matter and neither the County Council or the 
Local Committee are a party to the dispute.  If a local councillor wishes to help 
they may do so as an individual. 
 
There was no indication of any further public questions or statements.  The 
Committee did not debate the issue and noted the report. 
 

59/13 PETITIONS  [Item 4] 
 
No petitions were received. 
 

60/13 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  [Item 5] 
 
Confirmed as a correct record. 
 

61/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  [Item 6] 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

62/13 MEMBER QUESTION TIME  [Item 7] 
 
There were no Member questions. 
 

63/13 EPSOM AND EWELL PARKING REVIEW - PHASE 7: CONSIDERATION 
OF FORMAL OBJECTIONS  [Item 9] 
 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Stephen Clavey, Senior Engineer (Parking) 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
 
Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted that the restrictions agreed in Phase 6 for Ewell House Grove had not 
been implemented as the signs had been erected and then stolen and it had 
not been possible to complete the yellow line due to a parked car. 
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In relation to Bellfield Road, the Divisional Member County Councillor Jan 
Mason, requested that the proposals do not proceed and indicated that  a 
letter would be sent to all residents and a meeting held in 2014 with a view to 
putting forward further proposals in the next review. 
 
In relation to East Street the Committee voted by 5 votes FOR to 2 AGAINST 
for retaining the existing single yellow line at the East Street/Dirdene Gardens 
junction and not increasing the restriction to a double yellow line. 
 
Noted that the proposals for Ruxley Lane/ Cox Lane/ Gatley Avenue related 
to drawing 17 as well as drawing 19. 
 
The following requests were made for consideration in the next parking 
review:  18-20 The Rise, Grove Road (Residents Parking Zone) and Green 
lanes (odd numbers). 
 
The Committee thanked all those involved for their work in establishing the 
first verge parking ban area in Surrey. 
 
Noted, that it was hoped that following the detailed design work, orders could 
be placed in January for the implementation of the agreed restrictions for 
implementation by end of March 2014. 
 
Resolved that: 
 
(i) the recommendations detailed in Annex A of the report subject to the 

following amendments: 
 
Bellfield Road – Do not proceed, further proposals to be submitted to 
Phase 8 review; 
East Street – Remove a section of the proposed double yellow lines 
from the eastern boundary of No.182 to the western boundary of No.184 
and retain the existing single yellow line at the East Street/Dirdene 
Gardens junction.  The area in front of the shops to be considered for 
short term parking restrictions, if possible in a lay by in the next parking 
review; 
Temple Road – proceed as advertised (delete remainder of 
recommendation); 
Vernon Close – after Vernon Close, insert “on both sides of the road”. 
 

(ii) that the County Council makes amendments to existing traffic regulation 
orders and introduces new traffic regulation orders as necessary for the 
recommended parking controls to be implemented. 
 

(iii) The recommended parking controls are implemented 
 

64/13 LOCAL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS TO A PARKING TASK GROUP  
[Item 10] 
 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Stephen Clavey, Senior Engineer (Parking) 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
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Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted, that the first meeting for the task group should take place in January. 
 
Resolved: 
 
(i) That the following members, including named substitutes, be appointed to 

the on street parking task group: 
 

County Councillors – Eber Kington, John Beckett substitute Stella 
Lallement 
Borough Councillors – Jean Smith, Julie Morris substitute Michael Arthur 

 
(ii) That the terms of reference as set out in the report be agreed. 
 

65/13 PROGRESS REPORT ON THE STREET LIGHTING CONTRACT IN EPSOM 
AND EWELL  [Item 11] 
 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Paul Wheadon, Commercial and Performance Team 
Manager 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
 
Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted, that the column to which the street light is attached which is above the 
railway bridge in Waterloo Road will be shortened. 
 
A member queried the replacement of lights for which she had paid for 
recently to improve the lighting at a junction.  The Commercial and 
Performance Team Manager replied that schemes had been designed to give 
a uniformity of lamp in a particular area and the team were not always aware 
of particular reasons for a particular layout.  However he confirmed that the 
new design does meet the lighting standards for that type of road. 
 
Noted that there are two lights on the corner of Waterloo Road which have not 
been lit since the Epsom Station redevelopment had been completed.  It is 
understood that there is no power to these lights and it is Skanska’s 
responsibility to resolve the issue with the developer. 
 
Commercial and Performance Team Manager agreed to investigate whether it 
would be possible for the Christmas lights in Epsom, Ewell and Stoneleigh to 
be switched on in each location with a single switch. 
 
Noted that teams scouting for lighting faults should be walking down footpaths 
to check the lights and not just driving round the area.   
 
Noted that the lower level lights in residential areas are dimmed by 50% from 
11 pm and the high level lights on main roads are dimmed by 25%. 
 
Noted the report. 
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66/13 PROPOSED NEW CYCLE ROUTE IN WATERLOO ROAD  [Item 12] 

 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Nick Healey, Area Highways Team Manager 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
 
Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted, that there had been 3 slight casualties in the vicinity of the planned 
scheme, but that the scheme was not being proposed on this reason. 
 
The Committee remained concerned that the proposal would increase 
congestion in Waterloo Road, but accepted that this was largely caused by 
the operation of the lights at the Spread Eagle junction.  If the major scheme 
associated with Plan E goes ahead the junction will be narrowed which will 
allow pedestrians to cross more quickly and therefore allow more vehicles to 
cross the junction.  In the meantime it was suggested that changes to the 
phasing should be considered. 
 
Noted that Transport for London who commission the 418 service for Epsom 
Coaches had been consulted on the proposals. 
 
It was reported that the Section 106 funding for the scheme did not need to be 
used until 2018 and so it would be possible to take more time to consider the 
options.  
 
Resolved that: 
 
A decision on whether to proceed with the proposed new cycle route in 
Waterloo Road be deferred and a Task Group established with the following 
membership to consider options: 
 
Julie Morris, Michael Arthur, Neil Dallen, Tina Mountain, the Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman, if necessary, and other interested parties including the cycle 
forum and bus operators. 
 

67/13 HIGHWAYS UPDATE  [Item 13] 
 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Nick Healey, Area Highways Team Manager 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
 
Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted that not all the possible schemes listed for Ewell Village would be 
implemented, but a package of appropriate schemes would be drawn up. 
 
Resolved: 
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(i) To reallocate £35,000 from this Financial year’s pooled Capital Allocation 

to capital maintenance of footways, and to authorise the Area Team 
Manager to decide which footway repair schemes to take forwards in 
consultation with the Chairman, vice-Chairman and relevant Divisional 
Members.  That Epsom Town Centre footways be added to the list of 
possible schemes for consideration; 
 

(ii) The 2014-15 programme of Integrated Transport Schemes as set out in 
paragraph 2.17 of the report, with the Tattenham Corner Road flooding 
scheme and the schemes relating to the Ewell Village AQMA as being the 
highest priorities; 
 

(iii) To authorise the Area Team Manager in consultation with the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, to decide Divisional Programmes for next Financial Year, 
in the event that individual Divisional Members have not indicated their 
priorities by 15 January 2014; 
 

(iv) To authorise the Area Team manager in consultation with the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and relevant Divisional Members(s) to undertake all 
necessary procedures to deliver the agreed programmes. 

 
68/13 UPDATE ON WINTER MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS  [Item 14] 

 
Declarations of Interest: None 
 
Officer attending:  Nick Healey, Area Highways Team Manager 
 
Petitions, Public Questions Statements:  There was no public participation 
during this item. 
 
Member discussion – key points 
 
Noted that if after the four year initial funding period for a grit bin purchased 
by a councillor or local community group, there is no further funding agreed it 
will be removed. 
 
The Borough Council was thanked for its help with gritting pavements in the 
area. 
 
Noted the report. 
 

69/13 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  [Item 15] 
 
Noted. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting ended at: 5.35 pm 
______________________________________________________________ 
 Chairman 
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